PART PLAYED  IN   HISTORY  BY ECONOMICS
fix a sharp stone or a pointed bone to a stick.    It was
a new idea, and immediately all the other members of
his tribe felt the need of the same sort of weapon.1   Again,
when one man began to decorate himself with shells or
plumes, others felt the need for similar adornment.   All
the numberless needs of mankind spring from ideas
and spread by imitation.    By commerce whole nations
learnt fresh needs from other nations.    It is the same
in our own time.   We learn to feel the same wants as
others, we want what they have.   As a rule, the means
to satisfy the need is there before the desire itself, and
man feels the need because he sees or hears of the means
to satisfy it.    Invention, that  is intellectual  activity,
creates the commodity, and imitation, likewise an in-
tellectual process, creates demand.   When man realised
that animals could be domesticated, that he could break
in a horse by sitting on it, pressing its flanks between
his legs and putting a cord in its mouth, that mares and
cows could be milked, and calves and larnbs bred and
fed, he evolved from a mere hunter into a cattle-breeder
and a nomad.   When he learnt to put seed into the earth
and gather the fruits thereof when it had grown, he
became a peasant.    When he acquired the knowledge
of the use of the wedge in the form of knife, axe and saw,
and learnt how to use various kinds of wood and stone,
straw and reeds, clay and lime, he could build himself
a house.    Every change in the methods of production
and all advance in the manufacture of the commodities
necessary to satisfy his growing needs was achieved by
intellectual activity and was ultimately due to man's
1 No doubt there were many inventors of these simple instruments in
different parts of the world. This does not alter the fact that wherever it
happened it was an intellectual achievement.
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